
 

Board Chair  
Bryan Kranzler  

Vice Chair  
Pat Bremner  

Trustee  
Frances Cote 

Trustee 
Judy Lane 

Trustee 
Terry O'Donnell  

Trustee  
Danny Ponjavic 

Trustee 
Bob Spitzig  

Trustee  
Ken Tratch  

 

Superintendent 
Chris Smeaton 

Deputy Superintendent 
Brian Macauley 

Secretary-Treasurer 
Lisa Palmarin 

Christ-centered  

learning communities 

where students  

are cherished  

and achieve  

their potential. 

Awarding of Contract for Modulars 
In order to ensure the modernization of St. Patrick 
School in Taber runs smoothly and quickly, efforts 
have been made to decant the students.  During the 
Special Meeting, the Board approved a proposed 
contract with ModSpace to rent and construct 
modulars that will be placed on St. Mary School site.  
This placement will allow the students of St. Patrick 
School to continue to have access to playground, 
gym, and library services during the construction 
phase of the project. 
 

Off-Campus Education 
Off Campus Coordinator Devon Farrar provided an 
overview of the program’s focus, school based 
statistics indicating growth in student participation, and 
a discussion of future goals.  The Board thanked  
Ms. Farrar for her work in continuing to develop a 
robust divisional off-campus program for all Holy Spirit 
Catholic School Division students.  
 

Budget Assumptions 2017/2018 
Based on the provincial budget released on March 16, 
Secretary-Treasurer Lisa Palmarin provided a 
presentation to the Board regarding the division’s 
Budgetary Assumptions for 2017/2018.  
 

Joint Catholic Education Video 
The Board reviewed the video, jointly produced by 
the school division and the ATA Local No. 5, to 
promote the importance of Catholic Education in the 
province of Alberta.  

Three Year Capital Plan 
A finalized 2018-2021 Capital Plan was reviewed 
and approved.  It will now be placed on the division 
website and forwarded to Alberta Education and 
Alberta Infrastructure. 
 

Offsetting Decanting Costs 
The Board directed the Chair to pen a letter to the 
Minister of Education requesting that the 
modernization project for St. Patrick School (Taber) 
be reviewed to determine if potential efficiencies 
could be used to assist the school division in 
offsetting costs associated with decanting. 
 

Advocacy and Support 
The Board of Trustees agreed to support the following 
events, benefitting organizations that often assist 
division students and families: 

 Rotary Club Event for the “Ready, Set, Go” 
Program (April 8, 2017) 

 5th on 5th Youth Services, “A Taste of 
Lethbridge” (April 29, 2017) 

March 2017 

Board Reports: 
 Board Chair ● ASBA Zone 6 

 Business and Education ● Team Lethbridge 

 China/Japan Trade and Education Mission  

 Innovation Standing Committee Update 

 

Administrative Reports: 
 Superintendent 

 Deputy Superintendent 

 Director of Learning 

 Director of Support Services 

 Director of Religious Education 

 First Nations, Metis, and Inuit Update 



March 2017 

Catholic Education Sunday 
As a result of the generosity of our local parishes and the Diocese of 
Calgary, Holy Spirit has received $10,966.82 from the Catholic Education 
Sunday Collection held November 5/6, 2016. This money will be used to 
support student retreats in the coming school year.   
 

The Most Reverend F.B. Henry- CCSTA 2017 Higgins Award  
The CCSTA has announced that the recently retired Bishop of the 
Diocese of Calgary, Frederick Henry, has been selected as the recipient 
of the 2017 Higgins Award.  
 

CASS Annual Conference Update 
Superintendent Smeaton updated the Board about the recent College of 
Alberta School Superintendents (CASS) Annual Conference.  
 

Administrative Procedures Revisions 
The Board reviewed the newly revised Administrative Procedure 513: 
Fundraising, which will now be published on the division website. 
 

Second Quarter Financial Report 
The Board received the division’s Second Quarter Financial Report with 
year end projections.  

Congratulations to the 
following students and staff:  

 

Logan Boras (CCH, Lethbridge) - Won the Rotary Club’s “Adventures in 
Citizenship” Essay Contest and a 4‐day trip to Ottawa and Parliament 
from April 30 ‐ May 4, 2017. 
 

Adam Sundberg and Michael Svab (St. Michael, Pincher Creek) - Won 
the “Most Innovative” Award at the Team Up Science Interdisciplinary 
Science Competition on February 18 and 19, 2017 at the University of 
Alberta. 
 

Kyra Collier and Kelby Terry (FLVT, Lethbridge) - Were selected among 
110 girls trying out to play basketball with Team Alberta.  
 

The following FLVT, Lethbridge students, alongside their teams, won 
medals during the LFC Red Deer Family Day Tournament:  

 Danika Smallbones (U12) Silver ● Ella Mulroy (U12) Silver 

 Ambreah Kelly (U14) Gold ● Nicole Gray (U14) Gold 

 Keira McCulloch (U14) Gold 
 

The following FLVT, Lethbridge students, alongside their teams, placed 
during the Red Deer Cheer and Dance Challenge held on  
February 25, 2017.  

 Calleigh Marshall (“Downpour”) 1st during a Jr. Level 1 event  

 Sierra Lee (“Downpour”) 1st during a Jr. Level 1 event 

 Brihanna Borland (“Downpour”) 1st during a Jr. Level 1 event 

 Raiya Scott (“Black Ice”) 1st during a Jr. Level 1 event 

 Taylah Gilbert (“Chinook”) 1st during a Youth Prep event 

No changes were required for Policy 14: Appeals on Hearings and 
Student Matters, Policy 16: School Closure, and Policy 17: Awards. 

 St. Martha Feast Day: July 29 

Patron of: servants, cooks, and housewives 
 

"Jesus loved Martha and Mary and Lazarus." This unique statement in John's Gospel tells us of 
the special relationship Jesus had with Martha, her sister, and her brother. Apparently Jesus was a 
frequent guest at Martha's home in Bethany, a small village two miles from Jerusalem.  
 

Many of us find it easy to identify with Martha in the story Luke tells. Martha welcomes Jesus 
and his disciples into her home and immediately goes to work to serve them. Hospitality is para-
mount in the Middle East and Martha believed in its importance. Imagine her frustration when 
her sister Mary ignores the rule of hospitality and Martha's work in order to sit and listen to 
Jesus. Instead of speaking to her sister, she asks Jesus to intervene. Jesus' response is not unkind, 
which gives us an idea of his affection for her. He observes that Martha is worried about many 
things that distract her from really being present to him. He reminds her that there is only one 
thing that is truly important - listening to him. And that is what Mary has done. 
 

In Martha we see ourselves - worried and distracted by all we have to do in the world and forget-
ting to spend time with Jesus. It is, however, comforting to note that Jesus loved her just the 
same. 
 

The next visit shows how well Martha learned this lesson. She is grieving the death of her brother 
with a house full of mourners when she hears that Jesus has just come to the area. She gets up 
immediately and leaves the guests, leaves her mourning, and goes to meet him. Her conversa-
tion with Jesus shows her faith and courage. In this dialogue she states clearly without doubt that 
she believes in Jesus' power, in the resurrection, and most of all that Jesus is the Son of God. 

Jesus tells her that he is the resurrection and the life and then goes on to raise her brother from the dead.  
 

Our final picture of Martha in Scripture is the one that sums up who she was. Jesus has returned to Bethany some time later to share a meal with his good friends. In 
this home were three extraordinary people. We hear how brother Lazarus caused a stir when was brought back to life. We hear how Mary causes a commotion at 
dinner by anointing Jesus with expensive perfume. But all we hear about Martha is the simple statement: "Martha served." She isn't in the spotlight, she doesn't do 
showy things, she doesn't receive spectacular miracles. She simply serves Jesus. 

http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=79 
 

Patron of the following division school:  Children of St. Martha Elementary School (Lethbridge) 

h
tt
p
:/
/c
at
h
o
lic

fi
re
.b
lo
gs
p
o
t.
ca
/2

01
5/
0
7/
st

-m
ar
th
a

-p
at
ro
n

-o
f-
co

o
ks

-a
n
d

-h
o
u
se

w
iv
es
.h
tm

l 

http://www.ccsta.ca/en/26-english/homepage-news-en/565-bishop-henry-of-calgary-named-2017-higgins-award-winner

